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—Even in Canada, the old relationship 
between the CIA and the intelligence arm 
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police has 
become corroded. 

f 44 All of them (are beginning to) mistrust 
us,” explained a CIA contact. “They look'- 
. ed to us for leadership. Because they are 
out on the firing line, they must know that 
our word is trustworthy. But who will trust 
us with their country’s secrets now? 

‘‘You don’t write up contracts in this 
. . business. The dealings of one agent with . 
another becomes a sort of unofficial con- 
tract with the U.S. government.” 

CIA agents look upon themselves as . 
patriots. Even in time of peace, they put " 
their lives on the line for their country, v 
Declared one CIA ipan with long experien- 
ce; ‘‘No one in this business would work 
with all that self-sacrifice if hedidn’t think 
he was part of the secret arm of our govern- 
ment. Every CIA agent feels that he is an 
instrumentality of the President, no mat- 
ter which President is in power.” 

Most of the veterans blame William 
Colby, the embattled CIA chief, for failing 
to stand up for them. He began to appear to 
» them as a cold, calculating man who 
U preferred exposure to loyalty, the sine qua 
J non of all covert activity. 

His predecessor, Richard Helms, was n 



dapper backroom operator, wise in the 
ways of the Georgetown sophisticates. If 
the CIA encountered any obstacles, he 
would explain the CIA’s position in the 
musty, rich reading rooms of the Cosmos 
Club, Metropolitan Club and other haunts 
where the establishment figures hang out. 

But Colby didn’t operate in this clubby 
way. Instead, he submitted a 50-page sum- 
mary to President Ford. As one CIA in- 
sider sees it, this ‘‘led the President to 
make an uninformed statement about how 
he was not going to ‘tolerate’ this kind of 
activity, which seemed to confirm 
everything the rumors were saying. 

‘‘This left a vacuum in the public under- 
standing, and the legislative branch rush- 
ed in to fill it. The intelligence committees 
were set up with no resistance from Colby 
or anyone else. Colby was rushed up to 
Capitol Hill and shoveled over documents 
he should never have given to anyone. We 
estimate that at some time during this 
period, he has spent no more than five per 
cent of his time running the CIA.” 

Meanwhile, the CIA began 
hemorrhaging. Top agents and technicians 
began rushing to retire. The demoraliza- 
tion spread until the word reached the 
President. He reacted by firing Colby. 

(c> 1975, by HnUtd Fsaturs Sr.?ulc«;«s 
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